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First Record of the White-tipped Sicklebill
(Eutoxeres aquila aquila: Trochilidae) for Venezuela

Carlos Rengifo,1,2,4 Marja H. Bakermans,3 Roger Puente,1,2 Andrew Vitz,3

Amanda D. Rodewald,3 and Mario Zambrano2

ABSTRACT.—A female White-tipped Sicklebill
(Eutoxeres aquila aquila) was caught on 3 February
2006 at 1,050 m elevation in Agua Blanca, Municipio
Andrés Bello, Mérida, Venezuela, 2 km southeast of
La Azulita. This account represents the first record of
this hummingbird species in Venezuela, extending the
taxon’s known distribution at least 500 km northeast-
ward. Received 23 February 2006. Accepted 11 Sep-
tember 2006.

The White-tipped Sicklebill (Eutoxeres
aquila) is a resident species in Central Amer-
ica from Costa Rica to Panama, in South
America from the Colombian Pacific slope to
northwestern Ecuador, and from the eastern
slope of the Colombian Andes to northern
Peru (Hilty and Brown 1986, Schuchmann
1999, Zamora et al. 2004). The altitudinal
range is from sea-level to 2,100 m (Hilty and
Brown 1986, Mazariegos 2000, Ridgely and
Greenfield 2001, Zamora et al. 2004).
Throughout most of its range, E. aquila in-
habits the understory of humid forest, includ-
ing second-growth forest and forest edges
(Hilty and Brown 1986, Ridgely and Gwynne
1989, Stiles and Skutch 1989). It feeds mainly
on Heliconia, Columnea, and Centropogon
spp. (Borgella and Snow 2001, Zamora et al.
2004), and is frequently seen near patches of
Heliconia spp. (Stiles 1975, Hilty and Brown
1986, Gill 1987, Ridgely and Gwynne 1989,
Stiles and Skutch 1989, Borgella and Snow
2001).

A female White-tipped Sicklebill (Fig. 1)
was mist-netted and collected on 3 February
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2006 at Agua Blanca, 1,050 m elevation, 8�
42� 32� N, 71� 25� 55� W, Municipio Andrés
Bello, Mérida, Venezuela, 2 km southeast of
the town of La Azulita (Fig. 2). The vegeta-
tion at the capture site is predominantly sec-
ond-growth forest surrounded by shade coffee
plantations where Miconia, Erythrina, Heli-
conia, Inga, and Heliocarpus spp. are abun-
dant. The forest stand is adjacent to La Sierra
de la Culata National Park, an area comprising
200,400 ha of contiguous primary forest. The
landscape surrounding the forest stand is char-
acterized by a variety of land uses, including
pasture, coffee plantations, farms, and towns.
Annual mean temperatures oscillate between
10 and 18� C, with day-night amplitudes of 6–
8� C, and annual rainfall varying from 100 to
260 cm (Ataroff and Sarmiento 2003). The
vicinity of La Azulita is a hotspot for migra-
tory and resident bird taxa in this Andean re-
gion; 456 species have been recorded in this
area (Rengifo et al. 2005).

Our capture represents the first record of E.
aquila for Venezuela (Phelps and De Schauen-
see 1979, Hilty 2003, Rengifo et al. 2005),
extending the known distribution of this taxon
at least 500 km northeastward from the closest
location on the eastern slope of the Colombia
Andes in the Cundinamarca Department (Hil-
ty and Brown 1986). The individual captured
had a strongly decurved bill (typical for the
genus) and was bronzy green above, dark
green on the crown and nape, heavily streaked
(sooty and white) below, with a bifurcated tail
which was bronzy green and broadly tipped
with white. Measurements from the living in-
dividual were: total length 125 mm, wing
chord 69.5 mm, tail 74.6 mm, bill 30.2 mm,
tarsus 9.6 mm, and body mass 9.2 g. The
specimen was prepared as a round skin and
deposited in the Colección de Vertebrados de
la Universidad de los Andes, Facultad de
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FIG. 1. Female White-tipped Sicklebill captured 3 February 2006 at Agua Blanca, Municipio Andrés Bello,
Mérida, Venezuela.

Ciencias in Mérida, Venezuela (CVULA-
522).

The known subspecies of the White-tipped
Sicklebill, E. a. aquila (Bourcier 1847), E. a.
heterura (Gould 1868), and E. a. salvini
(Gould 1868), show only slight morphological
differences. Our specimen appears to repre-
sent the nominotypical form based on the
prominent white tips to the rectrices and the
bright orange-ochraceous edges of the under-
tail coverts (Schuchmann 1999). Of the three
subspecies of Eutoxeres aquila, E. a. aquila
would be most likely to occur in Venezuela,
given its current distribution along the eastern
Andes from Colombia to Peru (Schuchmann
1999, Mazariegos 2000). This mountain range
is linked with the Venezuelan Andes by a fau-
nal exchange corridor of submontane and sea-
sonal forests, which form a relatively contin-
uous belt across the Táchira low (Anderson
and Soriano 1999, Soriano et al. 2005). Fur-
ther studies will be needed to evaluate if the
specimen of E. aquila is a member of an iso-
lated relict population, part of a larger popu-

lation continuous with Colombian popula-
tions, or even a new taxon.

Previous accounts of the natural history and
ecology of E. aquila describe the species as a
trapliner (foraging strategy used by pollinators
in which they proceed from one plant to an-
other, often over great distances; McDade
1992) with some altitudinal movement that
depends on the flowering periods of Heliconia
spp. (Musaceae; Ridgely and Gwynne 1989,
Stiles and Skutch 1989, Mazariegos 2000,
Borgella and Snow 2001, Zamora et al. 2004).
We removed pollen grains from the humming-
bird specimen following Kearns and Inouye
(1993). They were subsequently identified to
species level by comparison with samples of
Heliconia spp. pollen collected in the same
area. All of the pollen grains (n � 57) col-
lected from the bird were from Heliconia bi-
hai. This plant reaches heights of 2–3 m and
may dominate the understory, especially along
ridges where sufficient light is available (Ar-
isteguieta 1961, Berry and Kress 1991). A
large stand of this species occurred at the cap-
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FIG. 2. General vicinity of Mérida, Venezuela. Solid black triangle indicates where the White-tipped Sick-
lebill was captured.

ture site, indicating it was an appropriate mi-
crohabitat for specialized avian visitors such
as Eutoxeres.
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